OF MICHIGAN 
JUN 16 1954 


LionARY SCIENCE 
STUDY HALL 


~NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES 





March 1954 


BULLETIN OF THE N.Z. LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION WELLINGTON N.Z. 








G. Blunt & Sons Ltd 


NORTH ACTON ROAD HARLESDEN' LONDON N.W.10 
ENGLAND 


THE LEADING PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 
IN THE BRITISH ISLES 


offer special 


BINDING FACILITIES 


to New Zealand Librarians 


also 
POPULAR BOOKS Bound in Full 
Library Binding BOTH NEW AND 
REPRINT 








Sole agents for Australia and New Zealand 


MOORE’S BOOKSHOP (PTY) LTD 264 PITT STRE 
SYDNEY NEW SOUTH WALES 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 


























NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


BULLETIN OF THE N.Z. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 








VOL. 18 NO. 2 MARCH 1954 
SECRETARY: MISS D. G. BIBBY National Library Service Wellington 
HON. SECRETARY: M. S. FLEMING ; : : : 

HON. EDITOR: D. M. WYLIE Lower Hutt Municipal Library 





CONTENTS 


Report on the Twenty-third Conference 25 
Presidential Address 30 
NZLA Officers and Committees 1954-55 39 
Reports to Council 41 
NZLA Council 44 
Danish Libraries 48 
Registration 50 
News and Notes 52 
Fiction List 54 





REPORT ON THE TWENTY- 
THIRD CONFERENCE 


THE twenty-third conference of the NZLA was held at Nelson from the 
23rd-25th February, 1954. 107 registrations were received. 

The usual pre-conference meetings of committees and of Council took 
place on the 22nd and 23rd, and on the Tuesday evening, the Nelson 
Institute, who were the Association’s hosts, gave a reception to delegates. 
Mr B. H. Wood, President of the Institute, welcomed members of the 
Association, and Mr J. A. Harley, Mayor of Nelson, also spoke on behalf 
of the Nelson City Council. Others who spoke included the President, 
Mr W. S. Wauchop, and the Patron, Mr J. W. Kealy. 

On the Wednesday morning, Mr Wood declared the conference open 
before Mr Wauchop delivered the Presidential address. Mr Wood stressed 
the value of conferences in promoting the interchange of ideas, in the 
discussion of professional aims, objectives and problems, and in making 
them known to a wider community. The Conference session for the con- 
sideration of remits followed, preceded by an address by the Association’s 
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Secretary, Miss Bibby, on some of the things she had seen overseas, 
particularly the work of other library associations. The only remit actually 
before Conference was that dealing with registration, which was referred, 
after some discussion, to the meetings of the Local Authorities and Pro- 
fessional Sections. The subject of the frequency of association con- 
ferences was also discussed at this session. 

The two general sessions of conference with the theme “The Library 
in the Community’ took place on the Wednesday afternoon and 
Thursday evening. The subject of the first session was ‘How the com- 
munity is served by Country Library Service, school, public, university, 
special and other libraries.’ The speakers were Mr C. W. Collins, Mr 
C. R. H. Taylor, Miss H. B. Cowey and Miss I. Nuesch. The second 
session was devoted to discussion and criticism of services now given 
and ideas for development; the speakers were Mr D. M. Wylie, Mr E. H. 
Leatham and Mr F. H. Rogers. The chairman of both sessions was Mr 
G. T. Alley, who arranged the programme. It is hoped to print the 
addresses at these sessions in later issues this year. 

Section and seminar meetings took place during the day on Thursday, 
while during the annual meeting of the Professional Section on Wednesday 
evening, Mr Kealy gave an address to local body delegates, members of 
the Nelson Institute and Nelson City Council, and members of the public. 
One meeting which was a departure from the usual was called to discuss 
the formation of a Small Public Libraries Section of the Association. 

The annual meeting took place on Friday morning, proceeding with 
no undue hitches. The most important business was the adoption of the 
annual report and the election of officers. In moving the adoption of the 
annual report, Miss Fleming referred especially to the publication of the 
Union List of Serials, and recalled that at the previous conference held at 
Nelson in 1938, the compilation of such an index was the subject of a 
motion passed by conference. Other matters mentioned by Miss Fleming 
included other publications, Children’s Book Week, the amount of work 
done by committees as shown in the report, the departure of Miss Bateson 
and the work of Mrs Frampton as acting-Secretary during the year. 
During the discussion on the report, in reply to a question, the convener 
of the Training Committee (Mr Alley) stated that there was no intention 
of lowering the qualification of the General Training Certificate, which 
was intended to lead to work as senior assistants. Reference was made by 
Mr Wauchop to the work for the Association and for libraries in general 
of Dame Elizabeth Gilmer, who was no longer a delegate after many 
years’ service. 

Following the annual meeting, the final conference session was held, 
at which the Registration remit was finally adopted, the usual votes of 
thanks were passed, and the incoming President, Mr H. W. B. Bacon, 
formally installed in office. 


SECTION MEETINGS 
PROFESSIONAL SECTION 
The section held its annual meeting on the Wednesday evening. The 
annual report showed that once again the projected registration scheme 
had been the main subject of discussion by the section committee. The 
proposed Register was also the main subject for consideration at the 
meeting, and after a long discussion, the remit from the Registration 
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Committee, which had been referred from the full conference, was upheld, 
by a fair majority in a divided house. The discussion became very keen 
at times, and the chairman was in an unenviable position. The question 
of opinions expressed at the annual meeting of the Canterbury Branch 
the previous week, occupied a good deal of the discussion. 

The Section also discussed the effect of the September Arbitration Court 
Order on the Association’s salary scale, which has never differentiated 
between the sexes, and it was decided to recommend to Council ‘That 
amounts on the Association’s Standards of Salaries be raised by 10% 
up to 24/- a week without differentiation as to sex.’ (Council has referred 
this to the Salaries Committee for favourable consideration). The home of 
the Committee continues to be in Christchurch, with a quorum of three, 
while the other members are representatives of the other branches. 


LocAL AUTHORITIES’ SECTION 


This meeting took place on Thursday morning. In the absence of the 
chairman, Mr H. W. B. Bacon was in the chair. The first main discussion 
took place on the Registration remit referred from the full conference. 
Mr O'Reilly introduced the subject, and answered a number of questions, 
including the matter of overseas recognition, the composition of the 
‘professional jury’ (i.e. Credentials committee) and the length of term 
of service on it. Several local body delegates expressed the opinion that 
some guide apart from formal training qualifications was needed by 
employing authorities. The motion to endorse the remit was carried 
nem. con. The other main discussion was on the question of the frequency 
of conferences. Although the full conference had passed the resolution 
proposed by Council at the first conference session, a further discussion 
took place, primarily on the related question of week-end conferences 
proposed during the conference discussion. It was moved that the principle 
of week-end conferences be not endorsed; an amendment to refer the 
matter to Council for closer investigation was lost by 16 votes to 13, and 
the motion approved by 23 votes to 11. The general question of frequency 
was again raised, but a motion in favour of biennial conferences was lost 
by 12 votes to 25. Under general business a number of matters were 
raised by various delegates, and the following resolutions passed: 

‘That Council be recommended to approach again the Booksellers 
Association to try to obtain the same rates of discount as are given to 
commercial libraries.’ During the discussion it was pointed out that the 
better discount rates given to commercial libraries applied only to a 
certain type of very popular books which because they were printed in 
large quantities and were bought in bulk by shops and commercial 
libraries could be sold at a cheaper rate than many of the books purchased 
by public libraries. (This matter was referred by Council to the Book 
Resources Committee, a sub-committee of which is responsible for meeting 
as a Joint Committee with the Associated Booksellers of New Zealand 
from time to time to discuss matters which concern the two Associations.) 
‘That this Section recommends to Council that investigation be made as 
to the possibilities of the formation of a co-operative organization or 
society for the co-operative purchasing of books.’ Council reports that 
this matter is outside the present constitution of the Association, and 
a more detailed reply will be sent to the Local Authorities Section 
executive. 

‘That it be a recommendation to Council that the Association should 


27 








approach the Government to have public libraries recognized as edu- 
cational institutions as far as Customs and Sales Tax are concerned.’ 
This is for the purpose of such purchases as gramophone records, art 
prints, microfilm readers, and other equipment; under the present regu- 
lations, different decisions appear to be made in different centres about 
similar types of material. 

(Council, which has through the Book Resources Committee approached 
the Government on this matter before, resolved to mkae another attempt 
to obtain some satisfaction from its negotiations.) 


‘That it be a recommendation to Council that during the coming year 
a report be prepared outlining a scheme which can be put into operation 
for co-operation between local authorities in the provision of library 
service.” 

(This question has been referred by Council to a Public Library Service 
Committee to be set up by the Standing Executive Committee.) 


During the meeting, Mr F. H. Rogers, convener of the Archives 
Committee, gave a short talk on the work being done on the survey of 
local body records by the various Branches of the Association. Local 
authority members were asked for their co-operation in this project. 

The chairman and hon. secretary in the coming year are in Wanganui, 
where the 1955 conference will be held. 


UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH SECTION 


At the meeting of this Section, papers were given by Mr K. A. R. Horn 
on ‘Book Repositories’ and Mr A. G. Bagnall on ‘Bibliographical projects.’ 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 


Among the subjects discussed at the meeting of this Section were 
Children’s Book Week, the preservation of withdrawn books, refresher 
courses for teachers, and the section’s programme for the coming year. 
In addition to resolutions reported elsewhere, the meeting resolved ‘That 
the Section Committee approach Branches on the possibility of holding 
a Children’s Library Week in May in addition to Children’s Book Week.’ 


REMITS AND RESOLUTIONS 


ONE remit was presented to the meeting on 24th February: 
‘That Council be recommended to institute a Register of Qualified 
Librarians on the lines suggested by the Committee on a Register of 
Qualified Librarians and summarized by the committee’s convener, 
Mr W. J. McEldowney, in New Zealand Libraries, October, 1953, 
page 172.’ (Presented by the Registration Committee.) 


After a preliminary discussion, the remit was referred to the Professional 
and Local Authorities’ Sections for discussion at their meetings. Both 
sections expressed approval of the remit, which came before the full 
conference again on the 26th February, and after some further discussion, 
was adopted by Conference. Some members wished to have the matter 
deferred for another year, but it was pointed out that the proposals could 
not be put into operation during 1954, and there would be a further 
opportunity for discussion at the next Annual Meeting. Council has 
reconstituted the Committee, which will present its final detailed version 
of the proposed rules to Council’s mid-year meeting. 
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FREQUENCY OF CONFERENCE 


At the 1953 conference a remit was moved that conferences be held 
biennially instead of annually; an amendment, which was passed, referred 
the matter to Council for investigation and report to the next conference. 
A statement had been circulated during the year, and at its meeting 
immediately before conference, Council decided, by a majority vote, to 
place the following resolution before conference: ‘That it be a recom- 
mendation to the incoming Council that conferences be held annually.’ 
This was debated at length by Conference on Wednesday morning, and 
the resolution was endorsed by a substantial majority. A majority of local 
body delegates who spoke supported the holding at present of annual 
conferences; they stressed that it was important for local body delegates 
to be kept in touch with developments in library service, and to be able 
to associate at conferences with other local body delegates interested in 
the work of library committees. It was pointed out that if biennial con- 
ferences were instituted, there would be only one conference in the life 
of every other triennial local authority. 

After the discussion on this resolution, a motion was moved just before 
the close of the conference session: ‘That it be a recommendation to 
Council that conferences be held at the week-end’; this was referred to 
the Local Authorities’ and Professional Sections for consideration. The 
Professional Section decided to recommend that the matter be referred to 
the Programme Committee for consideration, while the Local Authorities’ 
Section recommended that conferences be not held at week-ends. The 
matter was not further discussed by the full Conference, and the exact 
dates of the next Conference have not yet been considered by Council. 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 


The following two resolutions were passed at the annual meeting of the 
Section on Thursday afternoon, and adopted by the full Conference at 
the final session on Friday morning: 

‘That this Association expresses concern that there is apparently no 
sign of control over the publication and sale of comics’. 

‘That this meeting recommends the setting-up of a Children’s Book 
Week Committee.’ 

At the final Conference session, a motion was passed congratulating 
Mr W. J. Harris, formerly Librarian, University of Otago, and a past- 
president of the NZLA, on his election as first president of the newly- 
formed West African Library Association, and also on the completion 
of the new library building at University College, Ibadan. 


SEMINARS 


ARCHIVES SEMINAR (F. H. Rogers, convener) 


Reports were received from Branches on the survey of local body 
records. More than 100 local bodies had been interviewed and the work is 
continuing. As a result, many records have been transferred to local 
repositories. It was decided to explore various other channels for arousing 
interest and gaining the co-operation of officers in areas where no NZLA 
branch exists. 

An ‘Elementary Guide to Archive Practice’ has been prepared by the 
Archives Committee and this was submitted to the meeting for criticism 
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and discussion. It was decided that a Union Catalogue of Manuscripts 
should be made, and preliminary steps were taken to start this project. 


SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL LIBRARIANS SEMINAR (H. N. Burton, convener) 


Discussion took place on special library training, and the use of micro- 
cards and their relation to microfilm. The main feature of the meeting 
was an address by Mr H. D. Erlam on his impressions of American 
university and medical libraries. He dealt mainly with new ideas in 
cataloguing and catalogue arrangement, and new techniques. The Seminar 
decided to draw Council’s attention to its disappointment that in the 
co-option of three members as provided for in the Rules, no special 
librarian had been appointed. 


One thing that was noticeable about this Conference was that there was 
not the same lack of coming together that was apparent last year in 
Auckland. Perhaps this is because conference was held in a smaller centre, 
and delegates were not as scattered as they are in a larger city, while there 
was greater provision on this occasion for the full conference to assemble 
together. The local body delegates who attended, though small in number, 
did seem to feel that they had gained from conference; and it was agreeable 
to find a majority of them firmly in favour of continuing annual con- 
ferences. Another session of the Local Authorities’ Section such as that 
in Auckland, and it is not likely that this would have happened. Greater 
provision was made for local body delegates this year, with the address 
on Wednesday evening by Mr Kealy, while they seemed to find the 
meeting of the Section, which had some quite stimulating discussions, 
more satisfactory. 

One other advantage to be derived from a small place is the coverage 
given in the press. The Nelson Evening Mail devoted quite a lot of space 
to the Conference, and although it would not reach the same population 
that a metropolitan daily would, the latter could not afford the space, 
for instance, for full reporting of the presidential address, Mr Kealy’s 
address to local body members, the two general sessions on ‘The Library 
in the community’, and an address by Mr Perry to the Nelson Rotary 
Club. Together with an editorial expressing support for the ideals of free 
library service, the sum total was most gratifying. It may not be mere 
wishful thinking to feel that in this community some seed has been sown 
that may bear fruit in the not too distant future. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


It 1s with diffidence that I address you this morning. My service as a 
librarian has been limited to one library, and it is only by listening to 
discussions and reading that I know of many of the problems that assail 
most of you. I have great admiration for the zeal of the younger generation 
of librarians—from my own point of view that embraces nearly all of you 


Mr Wauchop retires this year from the position of Chief Librarian, General 
Assembly Library. 
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General 


—and I am aware of my own shortcomings. An elder, shall I say—I still 
don’t like to be considered an old man—an elder, about to retire from the 
profession, salutes you, and gives you a few impressions gathered through 
his years of service. 

It is just on thirty years since I was appointed Assistant Librarian of 
the General Assembly Library. In 1924 there were very few qualified 
librarians in the country and appointments were made largely on the 
grounds of scholastic qualifications. It so happened that I had exactly 
those asked for in the advertisement for the position at the General 
Assembly Library—I had taken Political Science for my M.A., Latin and 
English for the B.A., and French for the Senior Civil Service; these were 
the subjects specifically mentioned, so I sent in my application. I was one 
of 73 applicants; six of us were interviewed by a Select Committee con- 
sisting of Members of Parliament and University Professors, and I was 
appointed. 

I had always been a user of libraries. | had even been librarian at my 
secondary school where I presided over a collection of a few hundred 
books, and attended to circulation. That was the sum of my experience. 
I was living in Dunedin at the time, and frequented the Athenaeum and 
the Public Library. I set off at once to see Mr W. B. McEwan, the fine 
old Scots librarian of the Public Library, who gave me some sound advice 
and lent me several books, including the most recent issue of the Dewey 
Classification. | remember how I cursed the phonetic spelling—half the 
time I had to read the text aloud to get its meaning—the eye wouldn’t take 
it in without the ear. But I have always been grateful to Mr McEwan for 
his help and encouragement. I had at least a very elementary idea of what 
lay ahead of me, though I must admit that I felt akin to a man I knew in 
Christchurch who had invited some girl friends to go on the river with 
him. He had never rowed in a boat in his life, so he went to the public 
library, and got a textbook on the subject. He got into difficulties, of 
course—so did I, plenty of them. 

One of the first things I did on reaching Wellington was to buy a copy 
of James Duff Brown’s Manual of Library Economy, so that I could learn 
something about my job. I may say that things were complicated for me 
by the absence of Mr Charles Wilson, the Chief Librarian, who was in 
Australia at the time. Mr Herbert Baillie, then City Librarian, rang me up 
and invited me to call on him and gave me kindly advice. The staff of 
the library, though they must have resented my intrusion, were, on the 
whole, kind to me. Where there is the will, one soon settles into the routine, 
though it was some time before I knew just what I was expected to do. 
Like other members of the staff, I learned as I worked, and as I was called 
on to do cataloguing you can imagine that I made mistakes. 

I have seen many changes and great developments in the library field 
since I first came into it. Of outstanding importance to us all was the 
rebirth of the Library Association, and the good works it has evoked. 
We shall always be in debt to those pioneers whose vision and enthusiasm 
called our present association into being. inspired its ideals, and set in 
action so many of the schemes which to-day we take for granted. I don’t 
need to remind you how much we owe to the visit of Mr Ralph Munn 
in 1934 and the subsequent Munn-Barr report. Our real progress began 
from that date. The soil had been prepared, for the seed they sowed, by 
the generosity of the Carnegie Corporation of New York, which made it 
possible for a number of our librarians to visit the United States and study 
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their library systems. I was one of the lucky ones, and I admit with 
gratitude that my eyes were opened during my visit in 1934-5. I realised 
what really efficient libraries mean to the community—libraries free to all; 
free for research, free for borrowing; libraries which set themselves to 
give the fullest possible service to scholars, to businessmen, to trades and 
professions, and to the ordinary individual. Most of our public libraries 
today follow the American pattern in many respects; our public accepts 
their service as a matter of course. That is as it should be. 


FREE PuBLic LIBRARIES 


The New Zealand Library Association has always sponsored the idea 
of free libraries, and it is owing to its championship and prppaganda that 
many local authorities have been led to the light. | am sure none regrets 
the step once it is taken. Things were different in my youth; but I recall 
two free public libraries which I used, both of which gave much better 
service than the one in my home town which then operated on sub- 
scriptions. It is now free. The libraries to which I refer were both Carnegie 
libraries—the Timaru Public Library and the Dunedin Public Library. 
I frequently spent holidays in Timaru and I recall Miss Culverwell who 
was in charge of the library and the welcome she always gave me. I used 
to find an admirable selection of books in the subjects I was interested in 
—drama, essays and biography in particular—a much more up-to-date 
selection than I was used to, and I revelled in it. The high standard of the 
Timaru library has been maintained to this day, and the scope of its 
activities widened under the wise direction of Miss Elliott. 

Again, there was the initiation of the Country Library Service, which 
has developed into that splendid institution—the National Library Service, 
with its various departments and appendages. This is the body which has 
taken over and carried to success so many of the schemes initiated by 
the Association and its branches. It seems to be taken for granted when 
individuals or branches are unable to continue with valuable projects 
they have commenced, that the National Library Service will assume 
control and see us through. Its bibliographical work is something to be 
proud of. These things have been mentioned before, I know, but I feel 
we should always bear in mind the valuable services given by Mr Alley 
and his staff to librarians all over the country. Let us remember the 
immense amount of work which goes into the Union Catalogue and 
Book Resources; and into such publications as the Index to New Zealand 
Periodicals, the Check List of Serials in New Zealand Libraries which 
Mr John Harris produced and which was revised and published this year 
with its first supplement under Mr A. G. Bagnall’s editorship as the 
Union List of Serials. 

Then there is the Library School which, under the guidance of Miss 
Parsons and Miss Bateson, has done so much to raise the standard of 
librarianship in this country. I always feel that the staff of the school is 
overworked, but they are now finding time to conduct a finishing course 
of six weeks for those sitting for the Association’s General Certificate, 
another important factor in the training of librarians, and for many years 
the only one. I had the pleasure of being present the other day when 
fifteen candidates, on completion of the course, received their certificates. 

I must not forget to remind you of the valuable work done by the 
standing committees of the Association. These, appointed annually by 
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Council, have done much of the spadework in our plans to better con- 
ditions for librarians, and to assist us in our work. They sacrifice what 
should be hours of leisure to labour on our behalf, and they rarely get the 
thanks they deserve. Last, and by no means least, we have been most 
fortunate in the officers of the Association, the secretary and honorary 
secretaries especially. 

Another development of primary importance to readers throughout 
New Zealand is the system of inter-library loan. But I could go on for 
a long time listing the good works of the Association and its members, 
and as they are familiar to most of you I should only weary you—if indeed, 
| have not done so already. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY PROJECT 


I should like to turn for a few minutes to the future. A project which 
has sprung into prominence again is that of a National Library. This is 
no new idea as far as the Association is concerned. It was discussed in 
1934 and again at the 1937 conference, and again in 1944. Nor is it a new 
idea for the Government. The second world war prevented the General 
Assembly Library, the Turnbull Library and the Country Library Service 
from being brought together in one building under a national librarian. 
The site was chosen—it was at the rear of Parliament Buildings, bordering 
on Hill Street; the architects plans were completed, and a model of the’ 
proposed building was made. There is no doubt that the National Library 
would have been an accomplished fact but for the war. 

More recently some of our branches have taken up the matter again. 
There have been some loose thinking and a number of inaccurate state- 
ments. A National Library Committee was reconstituted at the beginning 
of last year, and has recently drawn up a report for the consideration of 
the Council in order that the Association’s views may be placed before 
the Prime Minister as requested by him. Some time ago I decided to make 
the National Library the subject of my address. True, my thunder has 
been stolen to some extent by Mr Perry’s article in the December issue 
of New Zealand Libraries; | agree with many of my friend’s suggestions, 
but not all, and there are certain facts which I should like to bring before 
you. As I shall be retiring before the end of the year, I have no personal 
interest in the matter. | hope I am not prejudiced. I shall return to Mr 
Perry’s suggestions later but first I think we might take a glance at one 
of the greatest libraries in the world and the organ of a legislative body— 
I refer, of course, to the Library of Congress. I know that I shall be 
covering ground familiar to many of you, and I ask your indulgence. 
I shall be quoting largely from the Report of the Librarian of Congress 
for the year ended June 30, 1946, which gives ‘The story up to now’, 
and a very interesting story it is. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


Like other legislative libraries, it grew out of the members’ need of 
reference books. It was the subject of a motion when the first Congress 
met in New York on August 6, 1789. A committee set up the following 
year reported on June 23, 1890, urging the foundation of a library, but 
it was not until 1800 when the seat of Government was moved to Washing- 
ton that final provision was made for the purchase of works and for 
fitting up a suitable apartment in the new Capitol as a library. 
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There is not time to give you details of the history of the library. It has 
had its ups and downs, its committees of inquiry from time to time; 
but I should like to mention an important development which benefits us. 
In 1840 Congress agreed to the following resolutions: That the Librarian, 
under the supervision of the committee on the Library, be authorised to 
exchange such duplicates as may be in the Library, for other books or 
works; that he be authorized, in the same way, to exchange documents; 
that hereafter, additional copies of each volume of documents printed by 
order of either House be printed and bound for the purpose of exchange 
in foreign countries. The number was fixed at 50 sets. For many years the 
General Assembly Library has enjoyed an exchange of official documents 
with the United States, made possible by these resolutions. As you know, 
much of the growth of the library, of its collections and its operations, has 
been due to the liberal gifts, in kind and in money, from its public-spirited 
citizens. Many of the endowments have been ear-marked for particular 
divisions of the library, and have enabled these to employ experts in 
each subject. 

In 1924 Mrs Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge’s offer to build and endow for 
the library an auditorium for the performance of music, was accepted by 
Congress; but it was necessary to set up the Library of Congress Trust 
Fund Board to enable the government to assume the fiduciary responsi- 
bilities of endowments. The necessary Act was passed in March, 1925. 
Since the establishment of the Trust Fund Board 23 gifts or bequests of 
moneys, securities or properties have been received, of a total face value 
of approximately 1,750,000 dollars. Divisions of the library which have 
benefited greatly include the Manuscripts Division, Prints and Photo- 
graphs Division, Hispanic Foundation, Aeronautics Division and the 
Library as a whole. 

Perhaps more of our citizens will be persuaded to emulate this example. 
From time to time there have been valuable gifts of private collections 
added to our libraries, the most notable gift being the Alexander Turnbull 
Library; but there is plenty of scope for further gifts and endowments 
even if they are not on the scale of those in the United States. 

The objectives of the Library of Congress with regard to the character 
of its collections are defined by the fact that the collections of the Library 
are available for three categories of users: first, the Members of Congress; 
second, officers of the Federal Government, and the staffs of the various 
government departments and agencies including the Supreme Court and 
its Bar; and third, the general public—all comers from all places. Since 
it is impossible to ‘collect everything’, selection must be made of the 
anticipated needs of these three classes of users in the order given. To this 
end the Library adopts three Canons of Selection. They apply to the 
Library’s acquisition of materials by purchase, not to its acquisition by 
gift or by deposit for copyright. 


1. The Library of Congress should possess in some useful form all 
bibliothecal materials necessary to Congress and to the officers of 
the Government of the United States in the performance of their 
duties. 


To this canon, only one exception is made. Where special libraries have 
been established in the various departments and bureaus of government, 
as for example the Department of Agriculture, and these adequately cover 
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their particular fields in which the Library of Congress is not strong, 
the Library of Congress will not purchase extensively, but will limit itself 
to the principal reference works; where, however, the collections of the 
Library are strong, they will be maintained regardless of the holdings 
of other libraries. 


2. The Library of Congress should possess all books and other 
materials (in original or copy) which express and record the life 
and achievements of the people of the United States. 


The exception is the National Archives. The Library has copies of certain 
documents for the convenience of readers, and its concern is with national 
rather than local records. To understand their own records the people 
of the United States must understand what went before and what exists 
elsewhere. The people of the United States are a people of many pasts 
and many origins. 


3. The Library of Congress should possess, in some useful form, 
the material parts of the records of other societies, past and present, 
and should accumulate in original or in copy, full and representative 
collections of the written records of those societies and peoples whose 
experience is of most immediate concern to the people of the United 
States. 


In the service of the collections, much the same considerations govern the 
policies and objectives of the Library as an agency of research and 
reference work. The Library exists primarily to serve the needs of members 
of Congress, and the needs of officers of government generally. Not all 
of these have time to engage in their own search of the collections. Refer- 
ence work must often be done for them. The reference services are therefore 
not only more extensive but different in kind from the reference services 
of most libraries. It is for this reason that the Library of Congress main- 
tains its Reference Department, its Division of Documents, its Legislative 
Reference Service, its Law Library and its special reference units such as 
the Social Sciences Reference Room, the Division of Aeronautics, the 
Division of Orientalia, the Hispanic Foundation, the Division of Maps, 
of Manuscripts, of Fine Art, etc., with a large staff of persons trained in 


scholarly work. Briefly, these are the Library’s reference and research 
objectives: 


1. The Library of Congress undertakes for members of Congress 
any and all research and reference projects bearing upon the Library’s 
collections and required by Members in connection with the per- 
formance of their legislative duties. 

2. The Library of Congress undertakes for officers and departments 
of government, research projects appropriate to the Library, which 
can be executed by reference to its collections and which the staffs 
of offices and departments are unable to execute. These projects are 
deferred, except in cases of emergency, to reference projects under- 
taken for Members of Congress. 

3. The reference staff and facilities of the Library of Congress are 
available to the members of the public, universities, learned societies 
and other libraries requiring services which the library staff is equjpped 
to give and which can be given without interference with services to 
the Congress and other agencies of the Federal Government. 
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I may say that these are also the reference and research objectives of the 
General Assembly Library. At the risk of being accused of blowing our 
own trumpet, I may add that we were paid a very great compliment in 
1949 after the visit of Lord Campion (then Sir Gilbert Campion) who had, 
on retiring from his long service as Clerk of the British House of Commons 
been sent on a tour of Parliamentary institutions throughout the Common- 
wealth. On his return to England, he wrote a series of articles on these 
institutions for the Sunday Times, London. The only library he mentioned 
was our General Assembly Library. In speaking of the New Zealand 
Houses of Parliament he wrote this: ‘The block on the right, which sur- 
vived the fire of 1907, contains a library which gives one of the best 
parliamentary services in the world.’ 

To return to the Library of Congress. The Loan Division was created 
within the Reference Department in March, 1944, and was charged with 
the responsibility for lending operations throughout the library. It may 
interest you to hear the main conditions. I quote from the Departmental 
and Divisional Manuals, no. 11—Loan Division. 

‘Under the system of interlibrary loans, the Library of Congress will 
lend certain books to other libraries for the use of investigators engaged 
in serious research. The loan will rest on the theory of a special service 
to scholarship which is not within the power or the duty of the local 
library to reader. Its purpose is to aid research calculated to advance the 
boundaries of knowledge, by the loan of unusual books not readily 
accessible elsewhere. The material lent ordinarily cannot include, 
therefore: 

(a) Books that should be in a local library, or that can be borrowed 
from a Library (such as a State Library) having a particular duty to 
the community from which the application comes. 

(b) Books that are in print and procurable through ordinary trade 
channels 

(c) Books for the general reader, mere textbooks or popular manuals. 

(d) Books where the purpose is the pursuit of ordinary student or study 
club work, or the preparation of a thesis. 

(e) Books in constant use in Washington, the loan of which would be 
an inconvenience to Congress, or to other Government agencies, or to 
reference readers in the Library of Congress. These conditions would 
ordinarily exclude from this loan system many official documents, 
Congressional hearings, newspapers and periodicals, genealogies and 
local histories. Photostats or microfilm reproductions of materials in the 
Library’s collections are procurable at a relatively small charge, except 
that copyright material will not be copied without the signed authorization 
of the copyright owner. 

(f) Books in the Rare Book Collection. 

(zg) Volumes in poor physical condition. 


(h) Material which by reasons of its size or its character requires 
expensive packing or high insurance. 


PLACE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY 


I have dwelt at length on the Library of Congress, not because I think 
that we could ever achieve such a magnificent organization, but because 
I feel that we have already tried to do some of the things that it does. 
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The National Library Service carries out bibliographical projects similar 
to some of those of the Library of Congress, and has an important 
reference section. The General Assembly Library, in its very modest way, 
has attempted to fulfil some of its other functions. I have already mention- 
ed its research activities. It has made provision for students doing research 
in those subjects in which its collections are strong, especially in history 
and the social sciences. Under the Copyright Act, it is the depository for 
books published in New Zealand, and issues monthly and annual lists 
of these. It has the largest collection of newspapers and New Zealand 
periodicals and issues lists of those received, viz.: Newspapers currently 
received and Copyright periodicals currently received. These are much in 
demand among libraries and business firms in New Zealand and overseas. 
The General Assembly Library has the only collection of official documents 
of any importance in the Dominion—documents from all parts of the 
British Commonwealth, from the United States, the League of Nations 
and the United Nations. These are definitely collections which should be 
found in a National Library, and it was with feelings of dismay that | read 
Mr Stuart Perry’s articles in the December issue of New Zealand Libraries. 
For years, Members of Parliament have regarded the General Assembly 
Library collection as the nucleus of the national collection, and I have 
always thought that it would be an integral part of the National Library, 
as planned before the second world war. It came as a shock to me to have 
it suggested that the National Library should be something quite apart; 
that the General Assembly Library should surrender the major part of its 
collections and be relegated to a purely Legislative Reference Library. 
I may say that it could not carry out its legislative reference duties without 
its newspaper collection, its collection of official documents and its New 
Zealand collection, much of which comes to it under copyright. These 
must always be readily available to its officers and to Members of Parlia- 
ment. Mr Perry quoted examples of State libraries divorced from legislative 
bodies. But the Library of Congress has formed the pattern of other 
successful State libraries—the State Library in Albany, New York, is an 
outstanding example. I may say that this was the one library which Dr 
Keppell and Mr John Russell of the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
insisted that I must visit, as they considered it an admirable pattern for 
New Zealand to follow. When I visited it in 1934, it had a collection of 
700,000 volumes and carried out the functions (within the State of New 
York) performed in New Zealand by the National Library Service and 
by the General Assembly Library. It is the local storehouse for lending 
to public libraries in the State of New York, to schools, study clubs, etc., 
and services, in addition to members of the State Legislature, officers 
of the State and a limited number of other individual borrowers. In 
addition to its general collection it has special divisions for law, legislative 
service, pertodicals and an important medical library. It has a beautiful 
reading room and facilities for research workers. 

Mr Perry quotes the example of the new National Library of Canada; 
but there is a fine national library nearer us, more closely allied. to the 
Library of Congress in its scope and planning—the National Library 
of Canberra. From all accounts this is a most successful institution which 
has proved its worth and which not only serves the Members of the 
Federal Parliament and government departments, but has extended its 
activities to assist other libraries, schools, and study groups by a generous 
system of loans. I feel that we could not do better than emulate its example. 
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Through the Alexander Turnbull Library, the National Library Service 
and the General Assembly Library we are already carrying out many 
of the duties of such a National Library. What we need, as you all know, 
is a National Library Building which can give the necessary accommo- 
dation to house our collections adequately. | am afraid there can be 
little advance till that is in sight. When it comes it should house a collection 
which will reflect the life and thoughts of the people of New Zealand, 
and, like the Library of Congress, provide a full and representative 
collection of the written records of those societies and peoples whose 
experience is of most immediate concern to the people of this country. 
It will not happen in my time—lI have only a few months of service to 
run. So whatever you decide, or is decided for you will not, as I said 
before, affect me personally. 

Meanwhile, I hope you will all carry on your good work, retain your 
enthusiasm and encourage the general public to use our libraries. In 
August last, I had the privilege of attending a regional conference at 
Palmerston North. During the discussion on the problems of librarians, 
the fear that some people have of entering a library was mentioned. If 
such fear exists, we must seek its cause and find a remedy. I wonder some- 
times, if we are inclined to adopt a superior attitude in relation to the 
reading of others. We pass a few examinations and then set ourselves up 
as arbiters of taste. Yes, in some ways it is part of our job. We are called 
on to select the books for our libraries, but for heaven’s sake don’t let us 
convey the impression that we despise those whose tastes, in our opinion, 
don’t measure up to our own. In conclusion I want to quote from a 
volume The uses of libraries, by Ernest A. Barker, one time Director 
of the University of London School of Librarianship. You probably 
know his amusing description of the modern librarian. Here it is: 

‘He is not torpid and dignified, but an aggressive animal; avoided with 
impatience by all except the enlightened few as the embodiment of 
officious zeal, he wants people to read too many books, he wants them 
to be serious, there are no limits to his absurd missionary enthusiasm. 
The modern librarian suffers from an absolute excess of virtue. He is 
a pure idealist, a wildly altruistic person, overflowing with the lust to do 
all the good he can to his fellow-creatures. Where he is essentially right 
and sane is in the knowledge that he has the power, if only they are 
willing, to do them immeasurable good. View him not with suspicion 
as a conceited being with a freak for magnifying his office. When he 
advertises his wares and tries to enlarge his custom, he will not profit 
by it in ease or a rise in salary; his motive is not ignoble, and his success 
in life will be to have put all his manifold resources at the service of the 
toiler, the thinker and the student—in the broadest sense, to have saved 
them trouble.’ 
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26th February 1954. Unless otherwise stated, their respective terms of 

reference will be found in New Zealand Libraries 14:133-6 Je ’51. 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE: D. M. Wylie (convener), J. Gully, W. J. 
McEldowney, J. E. D. Stringleman. 

DRAMA Committee: G. T. Alley (convener), M. S. Fleming, R. N. O’Reilly 
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when thought advisable. (Terms of reference: NZL 15:29 Mr ’52.) 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE: H. W. B. Bacon (convener), G. T. Alley, S. Perry, 
the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Assistant Secretary. 

LIBRARIANS’ SALARIES, CONDITIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE: 
H. O. Roth (convener), R. Duthie, E. E. McMillan, J. P. Sage and 
G. W. Turner. 

LIBRARY BuILDINGS CommiTTEE: J. P. Sage (convener), G. B. Bertram, 
H. B. Cowey, G. L. Cumming, K. A. R. Horn, A. E. Mercer and 
J. B. C. O'Neill. 

LIBRARY LEGISLATION STANDING COMMITTEE: S. Perry (convener), B. L. 
Dallard, T. D. H. Hall, J. W. Kealy and J. S. Rumbold. 

LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE: G. T. Alley (convener), T. B. O’Neill 
(secretary), C. W. Collins, R. Duthie, E. A. Evans, A. H. Fache, 
M. S. Fleming, E. H. Leatham, H. Macaskill, S. Perry. 

New ZEALAND Book Resources Committee: G. T. Alley (convener), 
A. G. Bagnall (secretary), C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, 
E. H. Leatham, R. N. O’Reilly, S. Perry, F. H. Rogers, F. A. Sandall, 
W. S. Wauchop. 


NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: The President, Immediate Past-President and 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 
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STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: All Wellington members of Council, 
and any other members of Council who may be in Wellington when 
a meeting is held. 


AD HOC COMMITTEES 


ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: To inquire into the need to preserve documents 
and to report to Council as to the methods of collection and preser- 
vation: F. H. Rogers (convener), A. G. Bagnall, J. Barr, E. A. Evans, 
J. C. Lucas, G. C. Petersen, M. W. Standish, J. C. Wilson. 

CHILDREN’S BooK WEEK CommiTTEE: To make arrangements for the 
holding of Children’s Book Week throughout New Zealand: W. J. 
McEldowney (convener), L. D. Gilmour, H. Macaskill, with power 
to co-opt. 

COMMITTEE ON EXCHANGES OF LIBRARY ASSISTANTS: To investigate the 
possibility of effecting exchanges of library assistants, working in 
consultation with the Branches of the Association and the Pro- 
fessional Section, and to recommend appropriate action to the 
Council: J. P. Sage (convener), H. Macaskill. 

COMMITTEE ON A REGISTER OF QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS: To report on the 
setting up of a register of qualified librarians and on all matters 
incidental to publication: W. J. McEldowney (convener), G. T. 
Alley, A. G. W. Dunningham, C. W. Collins, A. L. Olsson, R. N. 
O’Reilly, S. Perry. 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE: To prepare a draft programme for 
the 1955 conference for submission to the next Council meeting: 
W. J. McEldowney (convener), G. T. Alley, E. H. Leatham, K. 
Mawson, J. P. Sage, D. M. Wylie. 

NATIONAL LipRARY COMMITTEE: A. G. Bagnall (convener), G. T. Alley, 
C. W. Collins, M. S. Fleming, E. H. Leatham, H. G. Miller, T. B. 
O’Neill, S. Perry, C. R. H. Taylor, W. S. Wauchop, D. M. Wylie. 
Terms of reference to be considered by Standing Executive Committee. 

In accordance with decisions by Council on February 26th, two further 

committees are to be set up by the Standing Executive Committee: 

Children’s Library Service Committee, and Public Library Service 

Committee. 

The President and Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all committees. 


SECTION COMMITTEES 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE's SECTION: S. Paul (chairman), M. Milne 
(hon. secretary), N. Gordon, C. F. Matthews, M. Stenson, R. Duthie, 
I. Moses. 

LocaL AUTHORITIES’ SECTION: Cr. J. S. Rumbold (Wanganui, chairman), 
K. Mawson (hon. secretary), Cr. R. L. Archibald (Wellington), 
Cr. H. W. B. Bacon (Petone), Cr. D. C. Pryor (Palmerston North), 
Cr. E. H. Wright (Upper Hutt). 

PROFESSIONAL SECTION: C. W. Collins (chairman), R. N. O’Reilly (hon. 
secretary), G. B. Bertram, W. Colgan, H. D. Erlam, D. C. McIntosh, 
J. P. Sage, J. S. Wright. 

UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH SECTION: E. H. Leatham (chairman), J. O. 
Wilson (deputy chairman), H. J. Lorimer (hon. secretary). 
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL 


FOLLOWING are extracts from reports presented to Council at its meetings 
of 23rd and 26th February 1954. 


BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE 


THE Book Resources Committee met in Nelson on 22nd February and 
received progress reports on book repositories, union list of serials and 
grading of non-fiction. 

The Committee considered the proposal referred to it by Council that 
‘A’ authors on the Fiction Committee’s list who died before 1920 and 
whose works are generally unobtainable be brought within the scope of 
inter-library loan. The committee reports that it would not be practicable 
to extend the scope of inter-library loans in this way immediately until 
a union catalogue of holdings has been compiled and other machinery 
measures introduced, but steps are being taken to prepare for the extension 
of the scheme, and a further report will be made to Council in August. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


THE year ended 31st December 1953 was a quiet one from the point of 
view of finance. The estimated receipts and payments for the year 
presented to Council at its meeting in Auckland in February 1953 proved 
to be as accurate as could be reasonably expected. The Committee has 
always been conservative in presenting estimates, being neither wildly 
optimistic nor unduly pessimistic. We consider that a prudent and 
realistic view of the financial side of the Association’s activities is in the 
best interests of the Association. 

The Finance Committee and the Association as a whole have reason 
to be grateful to the Minister of Internal Affairs for the allocation of four 
hundred and fifty pounds to the Association. The money was used, as 
requested, in the ordinary general activities of the Association, and not 
in financing any new project. We are also grateful to the Sargood Trust 
for its generous gift to the Association’s funds of one hundred pounds. 
These grants made all the difference between further depletion of reserves 
and finishing the year with the finances in a better position than at the 
beginning. The Association’s sources of income are limited however, and 
the Committee can see no way of increasing them. 

The coming years are likely to be difficult from the financial angle. 
The recent award of the Arbitration Court will have its inevitable effect 
in the increased prices for many of the goods and services used by the 
Association. 


The Committee recommends that: 


1. Provision be made for salary adjustments in terms of the recent general 
wage increase according to the maximum amount awarded by the 
Court. 


2. An application be made for a further grant from Art Union funds, 
3. £2000 of the Association’s capital be placed in local body loans. 
4. The property of the Association be insured. 
(These recommendations were approved by Council.) 
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The estimates presented by the Committee and adopted by Council 
budget for an estimated deficit of £555. Normal income (i.e. apart from 
outside grants) is estimated at £1805, and expenditure at £2360. The 
principal items on the income side are: subscriptions £1150; Training 
Course £120; Publications £330 and Interest £110. On the expenditure 
side they are: Salaries £740; Publications £1155 (New Zealand Libraries 
£720, Index to New Zealand Periodicals £350), Stationery £150. 


LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE 


THE Training Committee met in Nelson on 22nd February, and received 
reports on courses 12 and 13 from the convener, the examiners and the 
supervisor of reading records. 

The Committee recommends that Mr D. C. McIntosh be added to the 
panel of tutors. 

The Committee received a report on replies received to the questionnaire 
which it sent to 29 libraries in an attempt to answer the question referred 
to it by Council in August ‘whether the General Training Course as at 
present constituted is satisfactorily meeting the requirements of junior 
entrants to the profession’. The committee having considered this report 
reaffirms its belief that the NZLA Certificate should be regarded as a 
suitable qualification for senior assistants with supervisory or other 
responsible duties, and recommends (i) that consideration be given to 
the provision of an examination at a more elementary level which would 
(a) be a pre-requisite for admission to the General Training Course, 
thereby materially helping in the selection of candidates, and (b) provide 
an incentive to training at the junior level; and (ii) that the committee 
be authorized to draw up prescriptions for such an examination. 

The Committee has considered the question of raising fees for tutors 
and examiners, and recommends that fees be raised from 20% to 25% 
to the nearest shilling. (The recommendations were severally adopted by 
Council at its meetings of February 23rd and 26th.) 


NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE 


SiNcE 3ist December, the Committee has held one meeting, to consider 
a letter from the Prime Minister expressing the view that a Select Parlia- 
mentary Committee would not be appropriate at this stage, but asking 
for more specific proposals from the Association itself. It was generally 
agreed that it would not be worth pressing for such a Committee. There 
was considerable discussion as to whether the Committee should re- 
commend Council to ask for a Consultative Committee to be set up, or 
whether an attempt should be made to formulate the proposals asked for. 

The Committee found itself unable to agree definitely to either course 
of action, but as a preliminary to possible recommendations along the 
latter lines it set up a sub-committee composed of Messrs Collins 
(convener), Alley, Leatham, Taylor and Wauchop to consider and report 
to this committee at the time of conference on the various functions 
usually performed by National Libraries indicating which of these 
functions are being performed in New Zealand (and under what limita- 
tions) and which are being neglected. 

Although unable to make any major recommendations to the Council, 
the Committee is of opinion that the need for a substantial site for a 
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national library building, near Parliament Buildings, should be placed 
before the Government at an early date to forestall possible earmarking 
for other purposes. 

(Action taken by Council after discussing this report will be found in 
the minutes of the meeting of 26th February 1954. The meeting had 
before it also a memorandum from the convener of the committee, Mr 
Perry; the following extract includes the recommendations referred to in 
the report of Council’s meeting: ‘Discussions during the last week have 
made it apparent that agreement cannot quickly be secured on a matter 
of such magnitude, and that time will be necessary to ensure that any 
steps that are taken not only mark progress, but also safeguard the 
standard of existing services. It appears that the members of the Com- 
mittee generally are in favour of the Committee being continued in office 
or reconstituted, but of the reply to the Prime Minister being confined to 
the following points:: 


1. The urgent need for an appropriate site to be set aside for National 
Library purposes. 


2. The need for the Association to be advised of projected major develop- 
ments affecting Government Library buildings or functions, before 
decisions are actually taken. 


3. A statement that the Association will continue to consider the points 
raised in its original letter to the Prime Minister, but that the formu- 
lation of policy must necessarily take time.’) 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 


THE Children’s and Young People’s Section presented, as a supplement 
to its Annual Report, a summary of the survey of Library Services to 
Children made in 1952-53, and of further investigations and discussions 
in the course of 1953; the following recommendations were made, and 
considered by Council at its meetings during conference week: ‘The 
Committee considers that all the evidence to hand points to the necessity 
for increased support from local authorities. At the same time, it seems 
apparent that at least the main financial contribution to the combined 
services for children must necessarily come from NLS. It supports the 
recommendation from several sources that children’s library services 
should in future be planned on a regional basis. 

‘The Committee is strongly of the opinion, too, that all possible steps 
should be taken to ensure the effective use, as well as the adequate supply, 
of children’s books. 

‘It feels that the matter of the future of children’s library services is 
becoming urgent; and recommends that further developments of policy 
should be the concern of a committee of the Association that would 
include representatives of local authorities, and that would draw up 
definite proposals on the basis of all available evidence for presentation 
to the Government.’ 


(Council decided at its meeting of February 26th, 1953, to set up a Children’s 
Library Service Committee; the terms of reference and members are to be 
decided by the Standing Executive Committee.’) 
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N.Z.L.A. COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETINGS HELD DURING CONFERENCE WEEK 
MEETING OF 23 FEBRUARY 1954 


Present: The President (W. S. Wauchop) in the chair, A. G. Bagnall, H. W. B. 
Bacon, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, M. S. Fleming, N. Gordon, 
E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. McMillan, R. N. O’Reiily, S. Perry, 
F. H. Rogers, D. M. Wylie, the Secretary and Mrs J. Frampton. 

Dame Elizabeth Gilmer: An apology from Dame Elizabeth Gilmer was 
sustained. It was resolved that Council place on record its appreciation of the 
valuable service that Dame Elizabeth May Gilmer has rendered to libraries and 
to librarianship in New Zealand. 

Miss D. G. Bibby: The President welcomed Miss Bibby on behalf of Council, 
on her return to Association duties after her trip overseas. 

Proposed Small Public Libraries Section: It was reported that a meeting of 
those interested in the formation of a Small Public Libraries Section would be 
held at 4 p.m. on Thursday 25th February. 

Public Libraries and Library Schools: The Secretary read a letter dated 15.1.54 
from UNESCO describing a scheme of associated projects by which selected 
public libraries and library schools would be linked up with each other and with 
related projects organized by UNESCO, and asking that the matter be brought 
to the attention of libraries and library schools which were doing interesting 


matter was referred to the incoming Council. 

Auckland Branch: An application was received from the Auckland Branch | 
for a grant for current expenses. It was resolved that a grant of £3 be made. 

Library Statistics: A \etter dated 31.12.53 from the Statistical Division, 
Department of Social Sciences, UNESCO, enclosing a preliminary report on 
availability and comparability of library statistics was received. 

Annual Report: \t was resolved that the Annual Report be approved for 
presentation to the Annual Meeting. 

Statement of Receipts and Payments: The statement of receipts and payments 
for the year ended 31st December 1953 was approved for presentation to the 
Annual Meeting. 

Bulletin Committee: It was resolved that the report of the Bulletin Committee 
be received, and that the eleventh number of New Zealand Libraries be restored, 
and an extra eight pages allowed for Conference reports, to make a total of 
272 pages in 1954. 

Finance Committee: It was resolved that the report of the Finance Committee 
be received and the recommendations approved. It was further resolved that 
the property of the Association be insured with the State Fire Insurance Office. 


Nominations Committee: The Hon. Secretary reported on the work of this| 
Committee. It was resolved that the Committee together with the President-elect! 


should be a sub-committee to bring down later in the afternoon nominations 
for appointment to Council. 

Election of Nine Ordinary Members of Council: The Returning Officer reported 
that tweive candidates were nominated for the election of nine ordinary members 
of Council for 1954-55. The voting resulted in the election of the following: 
G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, N. Gordon, E. E. McMillan, 
R. N. O’Reilly, F. H. Rogers, D. M. Wylie. 

Appointment of Three Ordinary Members of Council: A report from the sub- 
committee was received. It was resolved that Cr Mrs E. H. Wright be appointed 
an ordinary member in accordance with Rule 35 M, N & O. After further 
nominations were considered, and a ballot taken, the remaining two vacancies 
were filled by the election of Mr J. R. Cole and Mr J. P. Sage. 
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National Library Committee: It was resolved that the report of the National 
Library Committee be amended by the deletion of the fifth paragraph, that 
it be received and referred to the incoming Council, together with a supple- 
mentary report by the convener, Mr Perry. 


Book Resources Committee: The report of the Book Resources Committee 
was received. 


Library Training Committee: The report was received. It was resolved that 
Mr D. C. McIntosh be added to the panel of tutors. The recommendation in 
paragraph 2 with regard to training for junior entrants to the profession was 
referred to the incoming Council. It was resolved that the fees for tutors and 
examiners be raised from 20% to 25%, the exact scale to be drawn up by the 
Secretary in consultation with the convener of the Training Committee, and 
presented for approval to the Standing Executive Committee. 

Admission of Private Firms to Membership of NZLA: The report of the sub- 
committee appointed last year was received, and the following recommendations, 
as amended, adopted: 

‘Rule 10 (iv) should be considered to cover all organisations trading for profit 
as well as organisations representing an industry such as the Dairy Board and 
the Meat and Wool Board. 

‘Subscription rates fixed in terms of Rule 10 (iv) should be twice those paid 
by institutional members in the same category.’ 

It was resolved that outstanding applications for membership covered by the 
report be referred to the Standing Executive Committee. 

Reports from Other Committees: The reports of the following committees, as 
given in the Annual Report, were received: Archives Committee, Fiction Com- 
mittee, Salaries Committee, Library Buildings Committee and the Committee 
on a Register of Qualified Librarians. 

Reports from Branches: The reports received from the Auckland, Canterbury, 
Palmerston North, Otago and Wellington branches were received. 

Children’s and Young People’s Section: The Annual Report of this Section, 
together with a supplementary report, was received. The recommendations in 
the supplementary report were referred to the incoming Council. 

Reports from other Sections: The Annual Report of the Professional Section, 
and of the Local Authorities Section and University and Research Section, as 
printed in the Annual Report, were received. 

You Can Help Your Library: The publication ‘You can help your library, 
which had been circulated for the information of Council was received. It was 
resolved that the publication be sold at 3d. a copy. The thanks of the Council 
were expressed to the compilers, Mr W. J. McEldowney and Mr A. G 
Dunningham. 

Tompkins Report: Miss Bibby reported that she had received three chapters 
of her report from Miss M. D. Tompkins, the subjects being a general intro- 
duction, Library Buildings and Finance. It was resolved that the report be 
referred to the incoming Council. 

Next Conference: An invitation from the Wanganui City Council to hold 
= 1955 Conference in Wanganui was received and referred to the incoming 

ouncil. 

Frequency of Conferences: After some discussion of the question of conferences 
which had been referred to Council by the last conference, it was resolved that 
Council present to conference a resolution recommending that conferences be 
held annually. 

Printing Costs: \t was resolved that quotations for printing New Zealand 
Libraries be obtained again. 

Mrs Frampton: On behalf of the Council, Mr Wauchop thanked Mrs Frampton 
who as Acting-Secretary had shown a ready grasp and appreciation of the 
Association’s activities, and who had carried on the work of the Association 
office in a very efficient manner. Mrs Frampton was presented with a cheque 
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from the Association, and informed that members of Council had personally 
contributed to the purchase of a small gift which would be presented to her 
in Wellington. 


2. MEETING OF 26 FEBRUARY 1954 


Present: The President (H. W. B. Bacon) in the chair, G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, 
H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, M. S. Fleming, N. Gordon, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. 
McMillan, R. N. O’Reilly, F. H. Rogers, J. P. Sage, D. M. Wylie and the 
Secretary. 

Welcome to new members: The President extended a welcome to new members 
who had been elected or appointed to Council for the first time, and to those 
who had served on Council previously. 

Apologies: Apologies from Mr H. G. Miller and Mr W. S. Wauchop were 
sustained. 

Outgoing members of Council: It was resolved that a vote of appreciation and 
thanks be conveyed to the outgoing members of Council: A. G. Bagnall, Dame 
Elizabeth Gilmer, E. H. Leatham, S. Perry and W. M. Tongue. 

Public Libraries and Library Schools: \t was resolved that the letter from 
UNESCO describing its scheme of associated projects for public libraries and 
library schools, be referred to the New Zealand Library School for report to 
the Standing Executive Committee. 

National Library Committee: The report of the National Library Committee, 
as amended by the outgoing Council, and a memorandum from the convener 
of the Committee, Mr Perry, were received, and the question of replying to the 
Prime Minister’s letter of 15th December was discussed. It was moved that 
a reply be sent to the Prime Minister in terms of Mr Perry’s recommendations, 
but the opinion was expressed by some members of Council that those recom- 
mendations did not go far enough, and the motion was lost. No agreement was 
reached on the points to be included in the reply, and after considerable dis- 
cussion in which several proposals were voted on, the following resolutions 
were carried: 

1. That the National Library Committee be re-constituted. 

2. That the matter now before the meeting be referred to this Committee for 
urgent consideration and report to Council, if necessary through the Standing 
Executive Committee. 

3. That a suitable interim reply be sent to the Prime Minister. 

Library Training Committee: Consideration was given to the recommendations 
in the report of the Training Committee referred by the outgoing Council (see 
above). Mr Alley outlined some of the reasons why the Committee had made 
the recommendation that a more elementary examination be provided as a pre- 
requisite for admission to the General Training Course, and suggested that the 
Professional Section should be consulted in the matter. It was resolved that the 
recommendation be adopted and that the Training Committee be asked to 
prepare more detailed proposals. 

Children’s Library Services: Consideration was given to the recommendations 
from the Children’s and Young People’s Section in the supplement to its Annual 
Report. It was resolved that further developments of policy on children’s library 
service should be the concern of a committee of the Association that would 
include representatives of local authorities and that would draw up definite 
proposals on the basis of all available evidence for presentation to the Govern- 
ment. At a later stage of the meeting, it was decided that the exact terms of 
reference and membership of the Committee should be left in the hands of the 
Standing Executive Committee. 

Tompkins Report: \t was resolved that the three chapters of the report received 
from Miss M. D. Tompkins be referred to the Hon. Editor. 

Register of Qualified Librarians: \t was resolved that the recommendation 
from Conference (see above) be adopted and the Committee reconstituted. In 
reply to an enquiry, it was agreed that the following explanation be included 
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in the minutes: At the present stage of the proposals, it is envisaged that the 
best General Training Course Certificate holders will be able to obtain 


Associateships without any further training provided they satisfy other 
requirements. 


Booksellers’ Terms: It was resolved that the recommendation from the Local 
Authorities’ Section, that an approach be made again to the Booksellers’ 
Association to try to obtain the same rates of discount as are given to commercial 
libraries be referred to the Book Resources Committee. 


Co-operative purchasing of books: Consideration was given to a recommenda- 
tion from the Local Authorities’ Section that investigation be made as to the 
possibilities of the formation of a co-operative organization or society for the 
co-operative purchasing of books. Mr Alley pointed out that this was a matter 
which had been investigated by the Association before, and that it had been 
decided that the constitution of the Association did not empower it to take 
any action along the lines suggested. It was resolved that the Local Authorities’ 
Section be informed of this earlier decision. 

Customs and Sales Tax: A recommendation having been received from the 
Local Authorities’ Section, it was resolved that a further approach be made to 
the Government to have public libraries recognized as educational institutions 
as far as Customs and Sales Tax are concerned. 


Co-operation between Local Authorities: Consideration was given to a re- 
commendation from the Local Authorities’ Section that during the coming year 
a report be prepared outlinging a scheme for co-operation between local 
authorities in the provision of library service. It was proposed that the matter 
be referred back to the Local Authorities’ Section for action. Mr Wylie gave 
notice of his intention to move that a Public Library Service Committee be 
constituted to which such matters could be referred. At a later stage of the 
meeting it was resolved that such a Committee be set up, the terms of reference 
to be drawn up and the members appointed by the Standing Executive 
Committee. 


Appointment of members of Council: The following resolution from the 
Scientific and Technical Librarians’ Seminar was received: That this seminar 
notes with disappointment that Council in appointing three members to Council 
did not widen the representation on Council by choosing a librarian from 
a scientific or technical library.’ 


NZLA Standards of Salaries: It was resolved that the recommendation from 
the Professional Section ‘That amounts on the Association’s Standards of Salaries 
be raised by 10% up to 24/- per week without differentiation as to sex’ be referred 
to the Salaries Committee for favourable consideration.’ 


Children’s Book Week Committee: \t was decided to adopt a recommendation 
from the Children’s and Young People’s Section, endorsed at a meeting of the 
whole Conference, that a Children’s Book Week Committee be set up. 


Proposed Smaller Public Libraries Section: The Secretary read a report of 
the meeting held during conference at which a resolution had been passed 
recommending that a Smaller Public Libraries Section be formed, and copies 
of the draft rules approved by that meeting were tabled. It was moved ‘That 
such a Section-be set up as recommended by the meeting and that the rules be 
sent to the Legislation Committee.’ The point was raised that the objects of the 
proposed section could be carried out by the Local Authorities Section, and that 
the formation of a Smaller Public Libraries Section might weaken the Local 
Authorities Section; it was moved as an amendment ‘That the matter be referred 
to the Local Authorities Section for comment with a full statement as to the 
reasons why it was felt that such a Section was necessary.” After notice of a 
further amendment was received, these two proposals were voted on and lost, 
and it was then resolved that the matter be deferred till the next meeting of 
Council for consideration, and that in the meantime a committee consisting 
of H. Cowey (convener), P. Greenhough, L. Heine, N. M. Irvine, D. C. McIntosh 
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and M. Morgan be set up to investigate the matter further, and that a grant 
of £2 be made to cover expenses. 


Comics: Consideration was given to a resolution passed by Conference ‘That | 


this Association expresses concern that there is apparently no sign of control 
over the publication and sale of comics.’ It was resolved that enquiries be first 
made to find out what action had been taken by the Government and that an 
appropriate letter be sent to the Minister of Education. 

Appointment of Committees: Committees as set up are listed elsewhere in this 
issue. The Audio-visual committee was not reappointed for 1954-55. The setting 
up of the Fiction Committee was referred to the Standing Executive Committee 
for action. 

Appointment of Trustees: Mr Bacon, Miss Fleming and Mr McEldowney were 
appointed Trustees for 1954-55 of the NZLA bank accounts. 

1955 Conference: \t was resolved that the invitation of the Wanganui City 
Council to hold a Conference at Wanganui in 1955 be accepted. It was further 
resolved that the Conference be held in February, and that the date be arranged 
by the Standing Executive Committee in consultation with the Town Clerk, 
Wanganui. 

1954 Conference: It was agreed that the sum of ten guineas be donated to the 
Nelson Institute to assist to defray expenses incurred in connection with the 
conference. It was further resolved that a donation of two guineas be made 
to the Methodist Trust Fund as a token of appreciation of the work done by 
members of the congregation in preparing the hall for conference sessions. 

Judges for Esther Glen Award: \t was agreed that Miss D. K. Bowsher, Mrs. M. 
Sage and Mr W. J. Scott be appointed judges for the 1954 Esther Glen Award. 

Next Council Meeting: To be held in August, at a date to be decided by the 
President and Hon. Secretary. 

Summary of Conference Proceedings: A suggestion was received from Mr 
Perry that a list of the actual decisions taken during Conference, including 
major action taken by the new Council, should be distributed in cyclostyled 
form as early as possible to all delegates. It was agreed that action be taken 
accordingly. 


DANISH LIBRARIES 


HELGA PINHOLT 


Tue first State grant for library service was made in 1881. The overall 
organization was first sketched in 1907, and this pattern has been followed 
for the most part. Libraries were regarded as being educational, and the 
plan for their organization equated the parish library with primary 
education, town or county libraries with secondary education, and the 
university library with university education. The three types of library 
work together: the county library is the link, and through the county 
library, the smallest parish library can borrow on interloan from university 
and other specialized libraries. There is a National Union Catalogue in 
Copenhagen; special libraries lend freely, and there is active international 
interloan with other Scandinavian countries and with England. 


Miss Pinholt, who was in Wellington last year on exchange with Mrs Smithells, 
Children’s Librarian, Wellington Public Libraries, has now returned to her post 
in Kolding, Denmark. This is a summary of an address given to the Wellington 
Branch. 
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A special Library Act governs the conduct of libraries; for instance, 
no rental collections exist, and light fiction is not provided at all. (Most 
bookshops have rental sections for this type of material.) The Act lays 
down that all books provided shall be free. Open access is universal, 
and the Dewey Classification system is followed, with slight modifications, 
e.g. Travel is classified at 400, with the Language section included in 
the 800’s. 

Finance comes both from local government—City Councils, etc.—and 
from the State. In some cases, the State subsidizes up to 80% of the 
local grant, which has proved very beneficial in promoting the develop- 
ment of libraries. Aid from the State on this scale has meant the develop- 
ment of a Library Inspectorate, all of whose members are, or were, 
librarians. The Inspectorate is responsible for the following: calculating 
and distributing the State grant, on the basis of libraries’ annual accounts; 
giving an advisory service to all libraries, both county and parish; and 
the supervision of training and the conduct of the Library School. It is 
usual for them to visit all libraries once or twice a year. Parish libraries 
did not normally have trained librarians in charge—frequently they were 
in schools, and looked after by a teacher. The inspector would visit parish 
libraries with the County Librarian for the area, who also gave advice 
at all times to the parish libraries. 

The system of training is rather different to that in New Zealand. After 
matriculation, and attendance at either a University or a Folk High 
School (an adult education agency) for one year, an intending librarian 
would get a library to take him or her on as a student, and would spend 
the next three years there, reducible to two in the case of a university 
graduate, before sitting an entrance examination and spending ten to 
eleven months at the library school on a full-time course, at the end of 
which a diploma was awarded. Untrained staff were, of course, also 
found in the larger libraries, but they were never used for such jobs as 
that of readers’ adviser. Children’s librarians had a special course after 
that at the Library School for two and a half months. 

Of the State grant of up to 80%, 24° was deducted for a fund to run 
services of common benefit to all libraries—such centralized services as 
the annual book and periodical indexes. Two years ago the Library Act 
was renewed, and it was made compulsory for each parish to have a library 
by 1960. Various forms of special service were given from public libraries, 
such as hospital service, service to military camps, ships, and central 
service to the blind and to Tb. sanatoria. 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES 


Children’s Libraries in Denmark were always a department of the 
main library, and in the same building; but sometimes they were run 
separately, with their own budget, as they would then qualify for separate 
State aid from that given to the adult library. In these cases, they would 
have a separate Board running them, but probably consisting of the 
same people. (The State grant was on a sliding scale—80°% for the first 
£750, 40% for the next £500, and 20% thereafter.) Children in the rural 
districts rather tended to be neglected, but the new Library Act states 
that the county libraries must look after them. At Kolding, they were 
slarting to work out how to do this when Miss Pinholt left on her trip 
lo New Zealand. 

At Kolding, the children’s library had a lending and a reading room; 
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its branches were in the schools; the school and the public library are 
closely connected in Denmark. To some extent, children’s books must be 
chosen to suit or to help the schools; one teacher in each school was 
responsible for the school library. Each school had a separate room for the 
library, and it would be open each day after School ended for one o 
two hours. There were four meetings each year with the teacher-librarians 
for the purposes of book-selection. The public library did all the technical 
work of ordering, cataloguing, processing, etc. The children’s librarians 
from the public library went round the schools every two months. Children’ 
also came to the public library for regular visits in school hours, and the 
public library also held story hours for nine months of the year, and in 
some places where staff was available, children’s clubs were organized—| 
e.g. stamps, hobbies, or drama clubs. 

In reply to questions, Miss Pinholt said that teacher-librarians had) 
a month’s training every year—both those in town schools and thos| 
working parish libraries in rural areas. New schools were all built with. 
library rooms specially provided. Pre-school service was given through the 
central library. In the larger cities, ordinary branch libraries would also 
have children’s sections. Intermediate collections were found in both the’ 
adult and children’s libraries, and children went on using the junior library 
up to the age of 17. The County Libraries were run by joint boards 
representing both town and country. 


REGISTRATION 


THE following is a slight condensation of the remarks made by Mr W.}) 
McEldowney, convener of the Registration Committee, in moving the 
adoption of the remit on the subject of Registration at Conference. The; 
are reproduced here, as it is felt that they clarify certain matters which 
were not wholly covered by the symposium on the subject published in 
October last year. 


THE Committee on a Register of Qualified Librarians was asked to shov 
how such a Register could be compiled. Over the last two years it has mat 
various proposals, which were then submitted to Branches and Section 
of the Association for discussion, and as a result of all those discussion 
it has formulated the proposals set out in New Zealand Libraries, Octobe 
1953, page 172. 

In moving the adoption of the remit, | would like to say somethin; 
about the main features of the committee’s proposals. The essential poin's 
of the present proposals are set out in New Zealand Libraries. 

You can see that the Associateship is by no means an automatic step 
reached after so many years of service. We already have the NZLA 
Certificate and the Certificate and Diploma of the Library School, whic! 
show that a person has been able to gain a formal study qualification. Bu 
it is a commonplace that formal qualifications do not necessarily ensut 
that their holders are fitted to put their knowledge into practice. In some 
cases there are bound to be failures, and if those qualifications are th 
only ones that exist, then the few failures will tend to discredit the quali 
cations. What we need i is something that shows how a person has measured 
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up to experience on the job after gaining his formal qualification, and this 
is where the NZLA can come in by granting an Associateship. An 
Associateship which said that a librarian had gained a formal qualification, 
and then served for three years would be pointless, for reference to a 
calendar can give us that information now. But an Associateship which 
starts from the formal qualification, and then says that the holder has 
proved himself, in practice, to be worthy of being called a professional 
librarian, is something that would be very valuable in many ways. 

So the Associateship which we propose will be granted to someone 
who has completed three or four years’ satisfactory library service after 
gaining a qualification. In addition he must have held with competence 
for at least one year a library post of a fully professional kind. This implies 
a value judgment, which is vital to the kind of Charter which we propose. 
The judgment would be made by a Credentials Committee which would 
be appointed by and responsible to Council. 

The Credentials Committee would be one of the most important 
committees in the Association. Especially in the early stages, it would, 
by its decisions, and commendations to Council, define such terms as 
‘with competence’ and ‘satisfactory library service’, and so determine the 
standing and value of the charter. We tried, at first, to incorporate such 
definitions in the rules, but found it quite impossible because of all the 
varying factors which had to be considered. An imaginative and flexible 
committee will, we hope, do justice both to those who are in easily defined 
positions in large organizations, and also to those who take smaller but 
more difficult positions in the outposts of library service and make a 
good job of them. 

The Fellowship which we propose will be a rare honour. The operative 
phrases are ‘who has held with distinction . . .a New Zealand library post 
of professional status’ and (this is additional, not optional) ‘has either 
made some noteworthy contribution to the theory of librarianship or 
materially advanced the practice of librarianship’. There are a few people 
who tower above the rest of us, and those are the people who we think 
should be fellows. The present committee would not, of course, presume 
to name them—that would be for the Credentials Committee, which would 
be a much more powerful body than ours, to do. But we believe that there 
are, to start with, four or five people who will generally appeal as worthy 
of this honour and who might constitute the Credentials Committee. 

We think that the present time is most suitable for the institution of 
a register of the kind I have described. Our various training courses have 
been operating long enough for New Zealand trained librarians to be 
a significant feature of librarianship in this country. Such anomalies as 
have occurred through the introduction of local training can very easily 
be cleared up by a generous application of the special grants of charters 
which we propose, and the whole profession can be given a stability 
which it now needs by the institution of charters which recognize academic 
qualifications plus proved worth. 

The Association as a whole has discussed this matter in some detail 
over the last few years. This is the time for us to decide whether we want 
a register or not. If we say yes, the suggested programme is for the present 
Registration Committee to finalize its proposals, in the light of this week’s 
discussions, for presentation to Council in August, and for Council to 
Present them to next year’s annual meeting for formal approval. After 
that, Council would appoint the permanent Credentials Committee. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


MISS TOMPKINS 


Mempers will have learnt with regret of the death of Miss Tompkins in 
New York on March 2nd. Miss Tompkins undertook the survey of public 
libraries in New Zealand made in 1950, and made many friends among 
librarians while she was here. It is hoped to publish a tribute to her in 
the next issue. 


SITUATION VACANT 


THE City of Camberwell, Victoria, is establishing a free library service, 
and is advertising for a Librarian. Camberwell is a residential suburb 
six miles from Melbourne, with a population of 100,100. It is intended 
to spend a minimum amount of £10,000 annually on the library service. 
Applications close with the Town Clerk, Camberwell, on 31st May 1954, 
and the commencing salary is £A1001. Details of the conditions of 
appointment, information required with application, etc., may be had 
from Miss Bibby or branch secretaries. 


LEHIGH UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


REFERENCE was made in the Standing Executive Committee notes in the 
January-February issue to the proposal of the Lehigh University Library, 
Bethlehem, Pensylvania, U.S.A., to employ each year one librarian from 
one of the countries of the British Commonwealth. The NZLA wa) 
asked to co-operate in the selection of such a person. It was decided ti 
give further publicity to the proposal when more definite information wa 
received on some of the details of the type of work, conditions, etc. Thi 
information has now been received, and in a letter of February 17, M 
James D. Mack, Librarian, states: ‘I have talked the problem over wit! 
Miss Kennelly (Miss Kennelly is an Australian who is the first persor 
to go to Lehigh University under the scheme) who, rightly I think, pointe 
out to me the practical nature of your salary question. I can say that # 
a matter of policy we do not at Lehigh University pay positions, as/ 
were: we pay people. But in any case I should not expect the salary to 
less than 3500 dollars per annum. What this means in terms of real gooé 
is another question . . . As to your question about the nature of the worl 
during the first year the job is entirely in straight cataloguing, and duri 
the second year in cataloguing three-quarters of the time and referent 
one-quarter. I might add that Miss Kennelly has been placed in a positic 
from which she can observe our administrative techniques, it being ov 
notion that she would gain relatively little if she were merely to com 
day after day cataloguing our books for us.’ 

Anyone interested should get in touch with Miss Bibby. 





ANNUAL REPORT 
Tue Annual Report for 1953 was distributed to delegates registering 


Conference. Any other members of the Association who wish to ha’ 
a copy may get one from the Secretary. 
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THE LOCATION OF A LIBRARY 


IN a report to the Invercargill City Council, quoted in the Southland 
Daily News of October 23rd, 1953, Mr C. H. Hulls, the City Librarian, 
states: “The ideal site for a public library building is where a large depart- 
ment store, a popular bank, or the busiest office building could be success- 
fully located. Such is the present site. Convenience to users is as important 
for a library as for a department store. If, through a strategic location, a 
library can lend 200,000 books a year at a unit cost of sixpence a circula- 
tion, while another library with equal zeal, every attention to method, 
and in a community of equal size and intelligence, can do no better than 
140,000 circulation at a unit cost of eightpence due to the handicap of a 
remote or inconvenient location and the consequent smaller patronage, 
the ratepayers of the second city are burdened by this increased unit 
overhead cost. But this is not so important as the fact that potential 
readers are not being reached with a commodity of great civic value. 

‘It can be said that the majority of borrowers combine their trip to the 
library with their day’s work, their day-time shopping or evening’s enter- 
tainment. A small percentage only make special trips to the library. 
Hence, a strong argument for a site in the heart of a business community. 
There are cases on record of libraries being moved from the centre of the 
business area, in all cases with a subsequent falling off in patronage.’ 


NEW PLYMOUTH LOAN POLL CARRIED 


THE proposal of the New Plymouth City Council to raise a loan of £130,000 
for the provision of a new library and museum was approved by rate- 
payers at a loan poll on December Sth, by a very substantial majority. 
The project is to cost £172,000, of which some £40,000 is already in 
hand. In an article published before the poll, the Taranaki Daily News 
described the existing library building as ‘the drab, decaying building that 
is New Plymouth’s one tangible sign of the existence of culture. Its 
appearance puts the stamp of retrogression on a town that is beginning 
to take some pride in progress . . . It is hard to conceive any argument 
for the retention of this building—a building that is an eyesore, a hin- 
drance to cultural development, and a burden on the conscience of any 
community of moderate pride . . . The building in view is claimed by its 
advocates to be a modest venture for the task it has to perform. It should 
be considered not just a place to borrow books and a place to browse 
over old relics from a bygone age; in the eyes of its designers it will be 
an information, cultural and educational centre.” 


PERSONAL 


Mr H. D. Erlam returned recently from overseas to assume his new 
appointment as Librarian, Medical School, University of Otago. Mr 
Erlam visited the United States, as the holder of a Medical Library 
Association Fellowship, and the United Kingdom, where he attended the 
First International Congress on Medical Librarianship in London, as a 
delegate from the University of Otago. 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 

[A] Promising 

AB Popular—fair standard 

B Popular 
POPULARITY 


is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) 
after the title gradings 


Norte.—As from this issue, the author gradings used are those of the Fiction Committee's 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


A Highest level: wholly free 

Ab Second level: mainly free 

AB Third level: equally free and rental 

aB Fourth level: mainly rental 

ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 
mendation 

B Stock commercial level: wholly 
renta 

oO May cause offence 


Fourth Report on Standard and Popular Authors, which should be available shortly. 
1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Bullett, Gerald William, 1894-. AB. The alder- 
man’s son. Joseph, 1954. 12s. 6d. ‘a sound 
fictional study of the life of William 
Shakespeare from infancy to his forced 
marriage with Anne Hathaway at the age 
of 18."—TLS 15-1-54. AB*. 

Hanley, James, 1901-. A. Collected stories. 
MacDonald, 1953. 15s. ‘He has an 
extraordinarily exact ear for dialogue . 
and his characters are almost always 
convincing . he at all times holds 
our respect and frequently excites our 
compassion, it is impossible to accept 
without protest the universalit yf his 
vision of misery..—TLS 30-10-5 

Hayes, Alfred, 1911-. AB. In love. Gollancz, 
1954. 10s. 6d. ‘Has a blessed economy in 
which every word does its work .. . 
“In Love” is an honest, witty and moving 
study of an affair between a a 
little silly and an intelligent man. . 
consciously light but far from shallow.’ 
Antonia White, NSN 6-2-54. 

Kazantzakis, Nikos, 1885-. A. Christ recruci- 
fied; tr. Jonathan Griffin. Faber, 1954 
15s. Parable novel centred on the man 
who played the part of the Christus in 
a passion play in a Greek- inhabited 
Turkish village in the 1920s. ‘a powerful 
parable of the Christian conscience.’— 
Time 11-1-54. 

Keogh, Theodora. A./AB. The tattoed heart. 
Davies, 1953. 11s. 6d. “The love story of 


an Il-year old boy for a girl of 15 . 

a story told in an economical and astrin- 
gent style. If it has a fault it is in the 
discrepancy between the actions of the 
boy and girl, which are on the whole 
innocent, and the sophisticated nature of 
their pee, which are often adult.’ 
—TLS 28-8-53. Ab*. 

Lane, Jane, pseud. 

Dakers, Elaine (Kidner) 1905-. AB. Thun- 
der on St. Paul’s Day. Hale, 1954. 10s. 6d. 
Historical novel set in the days of Titus 
Oates and the Popish Plot. ‘an achieve- 
ment of erudite ye *—John 
Raymond, NSN 20-2-54. 

Priestley, John Boynton, 1004 AJAB. The 
magicians. Heinemann, 1954. 12s. 6d. 
‘A moral fable. Beautifully composed and 
splendidly written, it has great power and 
real point . . (His) moral is not new. 
What is impressive is the passion that 
informs it and the concreteness with which 
the fable is worked out.’—Walter Allen, 
NSN 27-2-54. Ab**. 

Sansom, William, 1912-. A bed of roses. 
Hogarth, 1954. 12s. 6d. A novel set in 
Spain, which has had the reviewers in 
violent disagreement. Ab*. 

Vercors, pseud. 

Bruller, Jean, 1902-. Borderline. Mac 
millan, 1954. 11s. 6d. A novel centred on 
the question of how great is the borderline 
between man and ape. Ab*. O. 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 


OTHER 


Renault, Mary, ud. The charioteer. Long- 
mans, 1953. 15s. Background set in 
military hospitals after Dunkirk. ‘A most 
able novelist and writes with distinction 

. . The whole general background is 
admirably done and a large gallery of 
subsidiary characters is very vividly 
gone. "Walter Allen. NSN 30-1-54. Ab*. 


AUTHORS 


Wiechert, Ernest, 1887-1950 Missa sine nomine 
Nevill, 1953. 15s. An allegorical novel of pos 
war Germany. ‘It is a poetic rather than 4 
realistic novel. The situations are actudl 
enough but the primary effort . .. 
is to perform the classic task of the novel 
—by taking particular people, in a < 
ticular social and historical setting, 
show how life should be lived.’—Grahan 
Hough, Listener 12-11-53. A*. 


5. REPRINTS AND as Are aes FREQUENTLY 
EPRINTED WORKS) 


Chekhov, Anton Pavlovich, em... A. The 
woman in the case; tr. April a and 
Kyril Zinovieff. Spearman, 1953. lis. 6d 
‘Except for a handful of stories, like 
“Taedium vitae” at the end, early and not 
very good Chekhov.’—Cyril Connolly, 
Sunday Times, 10-1-54. Ab*. 


a Franz, 1883-1924. A. The castle: t 
by Willa and Edwin Muir; with addition 
material tr. by Eithne Wiikins and Ernes 
Kaiser. Secker, 1953. 15s. Of this definitive 
edition, well over a quarter is new materia’ 
brought to light through the researches 0 
Kafka’s friend and editor, Max Brod. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


1954 subscriptions became due on Ist January. Subscription rates and an 

) invoice are printed below. Members should fill in the appropriate amount in 
the space provided and return the invoice together with the 1954 subscription 
as soon as possible. 


irental = PersoNAL MEMBERS £ os. d. 
com- Members engaged in library work receiving a gross income of 
olly £156 or under 5 0 
more than £156 but not more than £300 10 0 
mmittee’s | ” £300 ” ” £500 1 0 0 
” £500 as ” £800 's°6 
£800 110 0 
ns Members not engaged in 
id astrin- library work 10 0 
is in the 
A yA. . INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS & s.<¢ 
satvdait: | For members whose annual income devoted to library purposes 
does not exceed £100 1 10 
5. The i exceeds £100 but = £500 a 
|. 10s. 64 je exceeds £500 but _,, £1,000 440 
+ - exceeds £1,000 but ,, £2,500 6 6 0 
n.’—John Fe exceeds £2,500 but " £5,000 8 8 0 
[AB. The "= exceeds £5000 but = £10,000 10 10 O 
aaban » exceeds £10,000 but £15,000 12 12 0 
ower and - exceeds £15,000 1515 0 
not new, 
sion that 
ith which 
ter Allen, —— — — — — — — — — — — — — 
f roses. 
rel be (Perforated edge) 
1ewers if 
ne. Ma- | Name of member 
entred on 
borderline 
Address 
> BY 
1e Nomine 
vel of post 
ver than’ 
are actud 
, <i | Amount enclosed . pound(s) . shillings pence. 
in a pat (Please add exchange to cheques) 
etting, 
—Grahan 
Please indicate in the space provided to which section or sections of the 
Y Association you wish to belong. 
castle: & Children’s and Young People’s 
additional 
yi Local Authorities Section 
w materia 
— Professional Section 
University and Research Section 











for all your sheet music and 
Gramophone Recordings 


For the finest range of both 
classical and popular sheet music 
and gramophone records - some- 
thing for every taste - come to 
Begg’s, New Zealand’s leading 
music house for more than 90 
years. 
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CHARLES BEGG & CO. LTD: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin 
Hamilton, Palmerston North, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru and Invercargill 


10 MODERN BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 








Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 


a. ipa of wetmed” mebeel ecenk jee | 
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COUNTRY LIBRARIANS 


For those books you rarely see in the country 
bookshop but would like to add to your shelves, 
Modern Books is the answer. 


We specialise in books for the cultured reader 

d (while catering as well for the popular taste). 
Classics, foreign translations, music, art, literary 
criticism, drama - these are some of the spheres in 

which Modern Books’ range is hard to equal. 


Why not see for yourself on your next trip to the 





; capital ? 

: 

7 MODERN BOOKS 
e)} 48A MANNERS STREET, WELLINGTON 
edin 

ND 


*‘LOMAK’ 
CATALOGUE CABINETS 


are constructed in 


SELECTED TIMBERS 























with 
AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 
CARD LOCKING RODS 
BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 


* 
For further particulars write 


LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LTD 
Phone 35-107 Christchurch Box 1021 














Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 








BOOKS 


FOR YOUR LIBRARY 


LIBRARIANS! OUR JOB IS TO 
SUPPLY THE BOOKS YOU 
WANT. WE HAVE THE FACIL- 
ITIES TO DO THAT JOB 
PROMPTLY AND EFFICIENTLY 
We carry the largest and most comprebensive 
book stocks in New Zealand 


Our own London Buying Branch, keeps us in 
close touch with all publishing houses 


We can procure all Australian publications 
through our Branches in Sydney, Melbourne 
and Perth 


We are the New Zealand headquarters and 
distributors for publishers such as Sampson Low 
and Odbam’s Press 


Our staff of expert booksellers are fully equipped 
to give you efficient service and the belp of 
their wide experience 


Place your Library Orders with 


Viele Sms Le 


CHRISTCHURCH AUCKLAND HAMILTON WELLINGTON 
TIMARU DUNEDIN INVERCARGILL LOWER HUTT 
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